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OpenStreetMap (OSM) as a movement in Pacific

● Humanitarian response (HOT OSM) led 

to proliferation of data [1]

● Use cases in the Region:

○ InaSafe (Open Mapping Hub Asia Pacific)

○ SPREP INFORM Project

○ PCRAFI Project (FIeld Survey)

○ Community: Valencia, Lami

[1] Herfort, Lautenbach, Porto de Albuquerque, Anderson & Zipf (2020). The evolution of humanitarian mapping within the OpenStreetMap community. Sci Rep 11, 3037 (2021). 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-82404-z



HOW DO WE ENCOURAGE LOCALS TO CONTRIBUTE CONSISTENTLY?



Bridging the Tech and Data Gap for the Pacific 
Region

● Local/regional mapping communities 

● Provision of financial and technical 

support

● Socialisation and local ownership can 

lead to utilising existing systems

● We build a complimentary community



OSM Fiji: Initiatives, Experience and 
Opportunities
● HOT OSM Facebook Community Impact 

Microgrants

○ Community building - OSM Fiji

○ 1.5 year of activities online: ~60610 

edits, 20 workshops

○ Updating, editing - focus mainly on 

maritime islands

○ Socialisation workshops and Crash 

Course Trainings



OSM Fiji: Initiatives, Experience and Opportunities

● HOT OSM Facebook 

Community Impact 

Microgrants

○ Field data update and validation 

exercises focused on CBD

○ Online events facilitated 

broader participation (Nepal, 

India, Philippines, Canada, 

Australia, NZ, Kiribati, Samoa 

and Tonga)



OSM Fiji: Initiatives, Experience and 
Opportunities

● Essential is forming partnerships to 

ensuring data maintains relevancy

● PCRAFI - OSM Fiji Mapathon

○ 2021 - Focus on utilising Pacific Risk 

Information System (PacRIS) and creating 

open data through OSM

○ 2022 - Focus on priority countries to 

improve/update building and roads to aid 

in-country surveys

● Open Mapping Hub Asia Pacific

○ Map and Chat Hour

○ Whole of Fiji Mapathon



OSM Fiji: Initiatives, Experience and 
Opportunities

Stats source: HeiGIT OSM Statistics

https://humstats.heigit.org/hot-priority-countries.html?org=missing_maps&reg=FJI


OSM Fiji Long Term

● Increased complexity and diversity of 

OSM map data (land use, road networks, 

street objects, disability access)

● Diversification of trainings/workshops

● Partnerships across the region

● Sustained contributions and community



Web: www.openstreetmapfiji.com
Email: OSMFiji@gmail.com
Email: carrol.mchan@gmail.com
Facebook: OSM Fiji
Twitter: @OSMFiji
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